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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


November  1982  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  Jan- 
uary 1,  1983,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

1952- MT  David  Kwapisz,  23385  Hughes,  Hazel  Park,  Mich.  48030 

(Indian  Sub-continent  ancient  to  modern.  SE  Asia, 
especially  ancient,  medieval  and  primitives) 

1953- MT  Robert  A.  Smith,  734  Peach  Tree  Lane,  Franklin  Lakes,  N.J.  07417 

(British  Gold,  British  18th  Century  Trade  Tokens, 

Canadian  Dollars  & Gold,  Maundy  Money) 

1954- MT  Hugh  W.  Bobbitt,  Jr.,  P.  0.  Box  5138,  Copley  Hall,  Washington, 

D.C.  20057 

(Great  Britain  & Canada) 

1955- MT  David  B.  McDonald,  P.  0.  Box  2150,  Westminster,  Maryland  21157 

(U.S.  Coppers  & British  Commonwealth) 

1956- MT  Thomas  D.  Walker,  P.  0.  Box  29188,  San  Antonio,  TX  78229 

(Canadian  Tokens  & World  Coins) 


AIRMAIL  DELIVERY : Several  overseas  members  have  written  requesting 

faster  delivery  of  their  NI  BULIETIN.  Members  wishing  to  have  their 
mail  sent  by  Airmail  must  pay  an  additional  amount  of  $15.00  per  year 
in  U.S.  funds. 


***** 


DONATIONS  REPORT:  We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  following  donations  re 

ceived  since  the  last  report: 


Marne 

CHARLES,  B.  N. 
DeMARAIS,  J. 

GABRISCH,  Dr.  Karl 
HULSE,  Granvyl  G. , Jr. 
KING,  E.  D. 


Type  of  Donation 

127  coins  ($925.00) 
120  coins  (NVS) 

$1 .00  cash 
400  coins  (NVS) 

8 coins  (NVS) 


Preference  of  Use 

NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Reference  Collection 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Reference  Collection 


NVS  = No  Value  Stated  by  donor. 


***** 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material  to 
the  NI  Library.  With  the  exception  of  the  book  marked  "ne",  represent- 
ing a later  edition,  all  other  books  are  new  to  our  shelves. 

David  C.  Freiberg 

MEVIUS,  J./LELIVELT,  F.  G.  Special  Catalogus  van  de  Nedevlandse 
Bankbilj etten  van  1814  tot  heden.  Pub.  1981  , 143pp,  ill  us . 
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KAPPELI,  KURT.  Die  Munzen  dev  Schweiz  1850-1981 . Liechtenstein 

1862-1956.  Pub.  1982,  40pp,  i 11  us . 

ne  PROBST , ROMAIN/UNGEHEUER , ANDRE.  Catalogue  Ulus  tv  e des  Monnaies 
Luxembouvgeoise  984-1981.  Pub.  1982,  229pp,  illus. 

PYLARINOS,  PAUL  G.  Modern  Gveen  Coins  1828-1981 , Gveece,  Cvete, 
Ionian  Islands,  Cypvus  and  all  the  Modevn  Olympic  Coins.  Pub. 
1981  , 1 28pp , illus. 

Wilhelm  R.  Eqlseer 

RHEINISCHES  LANDESMUSEUM  BONN.  Geld  aus  China.  Pub.  1982,  1 1 9pp , 
illus.  Articles  relating  to  the  museum's  exhibition  of  Chinese 
coins . 

Mrs.  Edward  E.  Slade,  Jr. 

STICKNEY,  BRIAN  R.  Numismatic  Histovy  of  the  Republic  of  P anama. 

Pub.  1971  , 64pp , illus. 

II.  The  Library  has  been  most  fortunate  this  month  to  have  received 
large  shipments  of  books,  magazines  and  catalogs  from  various  members 
and  friends  of  the  Library.  We  wish  to  extend  out  thanks  to  Bernie 
Charles,  Bradley  F.  Bennett,  Mrs.  Edward  E.  Slade,  Jr.,  David  C. 
Freiberg  and  Wilhelm  R.  Eglaseer  for  their  generous  help  and  thought- 
fulness. 


III.  We  would  like  to  remind  our  U.S.  members  that  there  is  only  one 
month  left  in  1982  to  be  given  credit  for  tax  donations  of  material  to 
the  Library  if  you  have  not  yet  sent  in  your  gifts. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 

NI  Librarian 

********************** ****** ****** ****** *************** *************** 


HEILBROWN? ! FOR  HEILBRONN 


Here  is  an  interesting  yet  very 
plain  looking  Military  club 
token.  The  U.S  Armed  Forces 
stationed  across  their  own 
country,  and  those  in  Korea 
have  had  their  own  club  to- 
kens. So  do  the  US  forces 
stationed  in  Germany. 

This  aluminum  ’quarter'  of  the 


TOP  FIVE  club  in  HEILBROWN?! 


is  one  that  the  servicemen  apparently  themselves  designed  and  had 
made.  The  E.C.N.  1288  on  reverse  mean  EUROPEAN  CONTROL  NUMBER. 


A little  checking  through  a world  atlas  shows  no  HEILBROWN  city  in 
Germany.  Further  looking  shows  a town  in  Baden-Wurttemberg  State  of 


HEILBRONN. 


Apparently  the  US  Serviceman  who  designed  this  Military  club  token 
did  not  know  the  German  language  - or  was  not  sure  where  he  was! 


(From  the  collection  of  your  Article  Editor.) 
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FROM  THE  MAILBOX 


Dutch- American  Friendship  Coin  hit" 

The  50  Guilder  "Friendship"  coin  is  a roaring  success  here  in  Holland, 
especially  in  proof.  I was  lucky  enough  to  get  two  UNCs  from  the 
mint  and  could  probably  sell  them  at  a 50%  profit.  I've  heard  rumors 
that  thanks  to  the  interest  that  piece  has  created,  the  Dutch  market 
is  recovering,  but  will  believe  it  when  I see  more  action  at  fairs 
than  had  been  the  case  this  past  year. 

Jeff  Schwartz,  NI  #1534 
Grave,  Holland 


Leopold  "the  Hogmouth"  follow  up  - reaction  of  his  people 

Noted  you  printed  my  story  on  Leopold  the  Hogmouth  (August,  p228) . 
Thanks.  Also  for  the  many  others. 

In  regards  to  Leopold,  I've  done  a wee  bit  of  digging  into  his  past 
to  see  just  how  he  took  it  from  his  people.  Just  a follow  up!  Here 
goes : 

Probably  more  coins  of  the  17th  century  exist  today  that  show  the  pro- 
files of  Holy  Roman  Emperor  Leopold  I,  than  any  other  ruler  of  that 
century.  Leopold  ruled  from  1657  to  1705.  As  you  know  Leopold  was  a 
Hapsburg,  a member  of  the  Germanic  royal  family  that  ruled  the  Holy 
Roman  Empire  almost  continuously  from  1438. 

A characteristic  of  this  noble  family  was  a protruding  lower  jaw  and 
a thick  lower  lip.  According  to  a few  close  relatives  and  friends, 
instead  of  attempting  to  conceal  his  large  hanging  underlip,  Leopold 
insisted  on  being  portrayed  in  profile  with  this  deformity  prominently 
displayed.  For  this  reason,  he  justly  earned  the  nickname  "Hog  Mouth". 

Lee  Grossman,  NI  #1707 
San  Antonio,  Texas,  USA 


Ethiopian  expert  challenges  filler  in  September  issue 

I would  like  to  take  exception  to  a filler  that  appeared  on  page  260 
of  the  September  1982  issue  of  the  NI  BULLETIN . It  was  titled  "TALARI 
(called  BER)"  and  went  on  to  state  that  it  was  a large  Ethiopian  sil- 
ver coin  equal  in  value  to  the  Maria  Theresa  Thaler.  With  no  modesty 
on  my  part  at  all  I will  state  unequivocally  that  until  Dennis  Gill 
goes  to  print  with  his  to  be  unsurpassed  work  on  Ethiopian  coinage  I 
am  presently  the  world's  greatest  living  authority  on  the  modern  coins 
of  that  country.  (See  the  June  1976  NI  BULLETIN  for  irrefutable  proof 
of  my  credentials.)  As  such  I feel  obliged  to  point  out  that  the  ar- 
ticle in  question  detracted  from  the  otherwise  high  quality  of  inform- 
ation found  within  the  covers  of  the  BULLETIN.  The  BIR  was  never  a 
"Talari"  and  the  latter  name  never  appeared  on  the  coins  of  Ethiopia  . 
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Why  the  numismatic  world  continues  to  persist  in  calling  the  Ethiopian 

by  anything  other  than  "BIR"  I shall  never  know  unless  they  do 
not  have  reference  to  my  excellent  manuscript  or  to  the  latest  Krause 
catalog  which  I have  taken  great  pains  to  correct. 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse , Jr.,  NI  #351 
Colebrook,  New  Hampshire,  USA 


Applauds  wide  range  of  subjects  in  recent  issues  of  the  BULLETIN 

Let  me  say  in  all  sincerity  that  the  BULLETIN  just  keeps  getting  bet- 
ter and  better.  I like  the  present  format,  and  particularly  enjoy 
the  breadth  of  the  articles  that  currently  grace  its  pages.  I know 
that  there  are  those  who  wish  you  would  include  less  of  this  and  more 
of  that  - but  please  remember  those  of  us  whose  interests  are  catholic, 
and  who  thus  look  forward  to  the  wide  ranging  subjects  that  typify 
recent  issues. 


James  0.  Sweeny,  NI  #1641 
Highlands,  North  Carolina,  USA 

A********************************************************************* 


NI  MEMBER  ESTABLISHES  SPANISH  COINS  RESEARCH 


NI  member  Terris  C.  Howard  has  established  a research  project  to  auth- 
enticate Spanish  coins  of  the  period  from  1869  to  date.  Howard  points 
out  that  the  need  for  this  service  is  due  to  the  large  variety  of 
counterfeit  coins  in  the  series  since  1869. 

Authentication  by  Howard's  SPANISH  COINS  RESEARCH  relies  largely  on 
reference  material,  photographic  studies  and  investigation  of  authentic 
and  counterfeit  Spanish  coins.  The  service  does  not  imply  a guarantee 
by  the  judgment  made  nor  does  it  include  coin  grading. 

The  fees  charged  are  based  on  coin  values  with  a minimum  fee  of  $15.00. 
Coin  values  must  be  established  by  the  requestor  but  cannot  be  less 
than  the  graded  values  whown  in  the  latest  edition  of  the  Standard 
Catalog  of  World  Coins  by  C.  L.  Krause  and  C.  Mishler. 

Additional  information  and  authentication  request  forms  may  be  obtain- 
ed by  writing  Spanish  Coins  Research,  P.  0.  Box  1048,  Mukilteo,  WA 
98275,  USA. 

********************************************************************** 

DO  YOU  KNOW  SERIES . Mexican  Paper  Money 

by  Ed  Sehlieker.  All  Rights  Reserved. 

Do  you  know  that  the  20  Pesos  Mexican  currency  notes  of  Oaxaca,  dated 
1915,  was  printed  on  cloth  with  a paper  backing?  To  my  knowledge,  it 
is  the  only  cloth  note  issued  in  the  Western  Hemisphere  of  foreign 
origin.  Do  you  have  a cloth  note  in  your  collection? 
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FOR  LOVE  OR  MONEY 

by  Fred  L.  Price s St.  Paul , Minn.  3 USA NI  # 1504 

For  many  of  us  "heads  or  tails"  are  common  to  most  coins  we  handle. 
This  is  especially  true  with  coins  of  the  British  Empire.  Here  is  a 
tale  of  a series  of  coins  without  a head.  Quite  different  from  one  an- 
other to  begin  with,  the  coins  of  Edward  VIII  do  not  bear  an  effigy  or 
head.  In  addition  to  their  diversity,  they  remind  us  that  at  least 
one  king  gave  up  his  crown  and  throne  for  the  woman  he  loved. 


Upon  the  death  of  George  V in  1936,  his  firstborn  son  and  became  Ed- 
ward VIII,  King  of  England  and  Emperor  of  India.  Although  he  had  been 
tutored  to  become  a monarch,  it  is  not  certain  that  he  really  looked 
forward  to  the  task.  Frances  Donaldson  has  written  a fascinating  bio- 
graphy of  this  one-time  king  and  later  Duke  of  Windsor.  She  intimates 
that  his  love  for  Wallace  Simpson  could  have  been  a welcome  road  away 
from  Buckingham  Palace.  Furthermore,  a recent  series  of  Masterpiece 
Theatre  telecasts  suggests  that  while  Edward  had  a genuine  concern  for 
his  people,  his  penchant  for  good  times  was  greater. 

Another  aspect  of  Edward's  personality  has  to  do  with  vanity.  The 
Royal  Mint  maintained  a tradition  that  succeeding  monarchs  have  their 
effigies  facing  in  opposite  direction  to  that  of  their  predecessor. 
Edward's  father,  George  V,  faced  to  the  left  on  coins  and  stamps  of  the 
realm.  Edward  VIII  should  have  faced  right.  It  is  reported  that  he 
was  unhappy  with  artists  sketching  his  right  side  facial  features  in 
preparation  for  coinage  dies.  Edward  felt  his  left  side  was  more  ap- 
pealing, and  so  he  ordered  new  drawings  taken  from  that  side.  The 
Royal  Mint,  in  an  effort  to  please  the  king,  obeyed  and  in  order  to 
keep  with  tradition,  simply  transferred  his  left  side  features  to  an 
effigy  facing  right!  Edward  was  not  pleased.  He  commanded  that  his 
effigy  face  left  so  that  he  might  "not  turn  his  back  on  his  father." 


Edward's  homeland  did  not  issue  his  coins.  His  colonial  coins  do  not 
have  "heads".  They  are  faceless  in  design.  Nonetheless,  one  can  see 


the  great  cultural  variety  of 


Eduard's  British  W.  Afri.ca 
half  penny  with  star  rev. 


the  soon-to-vanish  British  Empire.  From 
the  simple  six  pointed  star  of  British 
West  Africa  and  the  elephant  tusks 
of  East  Africa,  one  can  travel  to  the 
Persian  of  Jodhpur  and  the  Arabic  of 
Kutch  in  India,  and  then  on  to  the 
aborigines  of  New  Guinea.  While 
Fiji's  penny  is  not  much  to  look  at, 
it  does  attest  to  the  breadth  of  the 
huge  colonial  empire  over  which  Ed- 
ward VIII  reigned  for  less  than  a year. 


The  mints  which  issued  Edward's  coin's 
were  the  Royal  Mint  at  London,  King's  Norton,  and  the  Heaton  Mint  at 
Birmingham.  The  New  Guinea  penny  was  struck  at  Melbourne  in  Australia. 
Fiji's  penny  was  struck  at  The  Royal  Mint.  Of  all  the  Indian  Native 
States,  only  Jodhpur  and  Kutch  minted  coins  "In  the  name  of  Edward  VIII" 
in  1936.  The  coins  of  the  colonies  are  highly  prized  and  a few  are 
very  expensive.  The  mintages,  though  small,  still  provide  the  alert 
collector  with  high  grade  specimens.  It  is  seldom  however,  that  one 
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The 


comes  across  Jodhpur's  one  quarter  anna  - with  or  without  an  "8". 
Rao  of  Kutch  authorized  the  most  denominations  and  dates  in  a year 
unique  in  numismatic  history. 


All  coins  tell  a story.  Those  of  Edward  VIII  tell  of  love  and  abdi- 
cation, of  empire  and  immutable  tradition.  The  accompanying  chart  and 
photographs  show  the  variety  of  metals  and  denominations. 

BRITISH  WEST  AFRICA 


1/10  Penny 


1/2  Penny 


1 Penny 


Y-18  1936  PROOFS  FROM  ALL  MINTS 

1936  5,880,000 

1936H  1,404,000  C-N  20  MM 

1936KN  3,000,000 

Y- 19  1936  PROOFS  FROM  ALL  MINTS 

1936  14,760,000 

1936H  2,400,000  C-N  26  KM 

1936KN  2,298,000 

Y-20  1936  PROOFS  FROM  ALL  MINTS 

1936  7,992,000 

1936H  12.600,000  C-N  30  MM 


(BRITISH)  EAST  AFRICA 


5 

Cents 

Y-25 

1936 

PROOF 

BRONZE 

27 

MM 

1936H 

3,550,000 

1936KN 

2,150,000 

10 

Cents 

Y-26 

1936 

PROOF 

BRONZE 

32 

MM 

1936 

2,000,000 

1936H 

4,330,000 

1936KN 

4,142,000 

1936 

MULE 

(Obverse  NORMAL/Reve 

rse  BWA  Y-20) 

JODHPUR 

(British 

India) 


Obv.  showing  Edward  VIII 
legend  in  center 

1/4  Anna  Y-39  1936  Mintage  Unknown 
CU  18  MM 

(With  and  Without  a Persian  '8') 
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KUTCH  (British  India  - NATIVE  STATE 


3 

Dokda 

Y-6  3 

1936AD/ 1993SE 

CU  33MM 

1 

Kori 

Y-65 

1936 

/ 1992 

Ag  18MM 

mm 

O i ’ K 

1936 

/ 1993 

2h 

Kori 

Y-66 

1936 

1936 

/ 1992 
/ 1993 

Ag  26MM 

5 

Kori 

Y-67 

1936 

/ 1992 

Ag31 . 5MM 

1936 

/ 1993 

(PAPUA)  NEW  GUINEA 


FIJI 


Y- 6 1936 

120,000  C-N  2 6MM 


Y-6 

*********************** *************** ******* *************************** 

THE  ISRAEL  GOVERNMENT  COIN  & MEDAL  CORP . reports  the  final  mintages 
for  the  ZEEV  JABOTINSKI  commemorative  coin  as:  Silver  BU  - 14,500 

pieces;  Silver  Proof  - 12,950  and  the  Gold  Proof  coin  - 7500  pieces. 

*********************************************************************** 

HISTOGRAM : According  to  Webster's  Third.  International  Dictionary:  it 

is  "a  graphical  representation  of  a frequency  distribution  by  means  of 
a rectangle  whose  widths  represent  class  intervals  and  whose  heights 
represent  the  corresponding  frequency." 
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FERDINAND  VTI 


A BLOT  ON  SPAIN'S  HISTORY 


by  Lee  Grossman  , San  Antonio , Texas , NI  # 1707 

FERDINAND  VII  was  the  son  of  King  Carlos  IV 
and  Maria  Louisa  of  Parma.  As  the  eldest  son 
of  the  king,  being  born  at  San  Ildefonso  on 
October  13,  1784,  he  was  given  the  title  of 
Prince  of  Asturias.  He  opposed  the  powerful 
Spanish  minister,  Manuel  de  Godoy,  who,  in 
1806,  after  the  death  of  Ferdinand's  first 
wife,  tried  to  force  the  marriage  of  the 
young  prince  to  a daughter  of  Louis  XVI,  King 
of  France. 

Ferdinand,  however,  followed  the  advise  of 
the  French  envoy  to  Spain,  and  wrote  Napoleon  I,  Emperor  of  France,  re- 
questing the  hand  of  one  of  the  empoeror's  nieces.  Godoy  discovered 
this  correspondence,  and  persuaded  Carlos  IV  to  order  the  arrest  of  the 
young  prince  on  the  charge  of  plotting  to  overthrow  his  father.  Accor- 
dingly, Ferdinand  was  confined  in  the  Escorial  in  1807.  Napoleon,  mean- 
while, exploiting  the  scandal  and  social  unrest  produced  by  the  incar- 
ceration of  the  prince,  invaded  Spain. 

Carlos  IV  was  determined  to  resist  the  invaders,  but  a formidable  mob, 
inflamed  by  Ferdinand's  unjust  arrest,  stormed  the  royal  palace  demanding 
the  death  of  Godoy.  The  king,  wholly  dependent  upon  Godoy,  was  obligated 
to  announce  his  abdication  in  March  1808  in  favor  of  his  son.  Upon  his 
release,  the  prince  was  immediately  proclaimed  Ferdinand  VII  amid  great 
rejoicing. 

Napoleon,  however,  who  had  already  decided  to  give  the  Spanish  crown  to 
his  brother,  Joseph  Bonaparte,  would  not  be  deflected  from  his  purpose 
by  this  turn  of  events.  First  the  commander  of  the  French  army  obtained 
from  Carlos  IV  a statement  to  the  effect  that  his  abdication  had  been  ef- 
fected under  duress  and  was  therefore  invalid.  Napoleon  then  invited 
Ferdinand  VII  to  a conference  at  Bayonne.  There  Ferdinand  was  made  a 
prisoner  and  forced  to  sign  an  instrument  renouncing  the  Spanish  throne 
in  favor  of  his  father,  Carlos  IV,  then  obsequiously  presented  the 
Spanish  crown  to  the  French  emperor.  For  the  next  six  years,  Ferdinand 
remained  imprisioned  under  military  surveillance. 

In  1813,  after  being  defeated  in  the  Peninsular  War,  the  emperor,  real- 
izing that  Spain  was  lost  to  him,  released  Ferdinand,  who  returned  to 
the  Spanish  throne  the  following  year.  Ferdinand  sought,  however,  by 
harsh  and  oppressive  measures,  to  impose  an  absolute  and  arbitrary  rule. 
In  1820,  after  numerous  insurrections,  a full-scale  revolution,  insti- 
gated by  liberal  elements  and  carried  out  with  the  aid  of  the  army,  re- 
stored the  liberal  constitution  of  1812,  which  the  king  had  abrogated. 
Ferdinand  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  new  regime.  However,  in  1823,  the 
Holy  Alliance  dispatched  a powerful  French  army  of  Louis  XVIII  to  Spain, 
which  easily  swept  aside  the  weak  structure  of  the  liberal  government 
and  restored  Ferdinand  to  the  throne. 

In  1829,  Ferdinand  married  his  fourth  wife,  23-year-old  Maria  Christina 
of  Naples.  Because  of  her  influence,  Ferdinand  in  1830  abolished,  by 
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pragmatic  sanction,  the  Salic  law,  giving  preference  of  succession  to  the 
males  of  the  royal  family  of  Spain.  By  this  act,  Ferdinand’s  brother, 

Don  Carlos,  the  next  in  line  to  the  throne,  was  deprived  of  the  succes- 
sion which  passed  instead  to  the  Infanta  Isabe-la  (later  Isabella  II). 

On  September  29,  1833,  upon  Ferdinand's  death  in  Madrid,  Isabella  was 
proclaimed  Queen,  with  her  mother,  Maria  Christina,  as  Queen  Regent. 

While  the  liberals  supported  Isabella  in  her  claim  to  the  throne,  the 
reactionaries  supported  Don  Carlos.  The  resulting  struggle  is  known  as 
the  Carlist  Wars. 

During  Ferdinand's  reign,  one  of  the  most  disastrous  in  Spanish  history, 
Spain  was  not  only  deprived  of  its  colonies  in  North  and  South  America, 
with  the  exception  of  Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico,  but  also  suffered  great  loss 
of  prestige  as  an  European  power. 

Ferdinand's  copper  coinage,  such  as  the  2,  4,  and  8 maravedi,  was  minted 
from  1809  thru  1827.  The  .903  fine  silver  1/2.  1.  2.  4.  8.  10  and  20 
reales  were  issued  from  1808  thru  1833.  And  his  gold  coins  in  .875  fine 
were  struck  from  1811  thru  1833  1/2,  1,  2,  4,  8 escudos  and  80,  160  and 
320  reales. 

************************************************************************ 


INFORMATION , Pie  as e 


At  left  is  one  side  of  a Military  Club  token.  The 
opposite  side  of  this  nickel-plated  brass  token  is 
the  same  design. 

The  word  SEGA  in  the  center  of  the  token  is  re- 
portedly the  manufacturer  in  JAPAN  of  many  if  not 
most  of  the  Military  Club  tokens  made  for  US 
Servicemen  in  the  60 's  during  the  Vietnam  war. 
Research  thru  letter  writing  shows  that  this  type  of  token  was  used 
in  the  clubs  before  their  own  designed  tokens  were  ready. 

Information,  please  on  the  Sega  Company,  apparently  somewhere  in 
Japan  that  made  these  and  thousands  of  other  club  tokens.  Its  location, 
and  something  about  its  history. 

********************************************************************** 


PHILLIP  II  REALLY  GOT  AROUND 


Philip  II  of  Spain  was  King  of  England  with  Queen  Mary,  1555.  When 
his  father  Holy  Roman  Emperor  Charles  V abdicated,  Philip  ruled  Spain, 
the  Low  Countries,  part  of  Burgundy,  a large  chunk  of  northern  Italy, 
Mexico  and  Peru.  When  Mary  died  in  1558  he  unsuccessfully  courted  her 
sister  Elizabeth  I of  England,  then  married  Isabella  of  France.  In 
1579  he  lost  the  Low  Countries  and  not  to  be  content  he  claimed  the 
vacant  throne  of  Portugal,  1580. 
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NOTES  ON  COINAGE  OF  JISNU  GUPTA  OF  NEPAL 

by  Karl  Gab  vis  ah,  Mannheim , Germany,  NI  #1330 

The  coinage  of  ancient  Nepal  consists  of  a single  copper  denomination 
only.  The  coins  are  dateless.  Two  groups  of  names  occur  on  them.  The 
first  group  comprises  names  of  gods:  Vailravna,  and  Pagupati;  to  the 

second  group  belong  names  - as  we  believe  - of  rulers  of  Nepal:  Am^u- 

varman,  Jisnu  Gupta,  Mananka  and  Gunanka. 

The  coins  of  Jisnu  Gupta  (AD  624-635)  are  rare.  CUNNINGHAM  mentions  a 
coin  of  Jisnu  Gupta  from  the  collection  of  Col.  Warren  (1).  According 
to  him  the  coin  bears  on  the  obverse  the  figure  of  a winged  lion.  The 
British  Museum  possesses  one  specimen  only,  published  by  WALSH  in  1908 
(2)  and  MACDOWALL  in  1959  (3) . WALSH  took  it  as  the  figure  of  a winged 
bull  on  the  obverse.  MACDOWALL  contradicted  and  took  it  as  a winged 
lion,  too.  Even  now  MITCHINER  repeated  in  1979  the  view  of  MACDOWALL 
(4)  although  some  years  earlier  SHRESTHA  & RAJBHANDRI  assumed  that  the 
figure  on  the  obv.  must  be  a winged  horse  (5) . 

The  Nepalese  numismatist  SATYA  MOHAN  JOSHI  has  been  very  vague  in  his 
two  books  on  this  point  (6). 

I am  publishing  below  a new  copper  coin  of  Jisnu  Gupta,  a very  well 
preserved  item  from  my  collection  (Photo  1) . It  is  a perfect  circular 
piece  25  mm.  in  diameter  and  about  3.8  mm.  in  thickness.  The  weight 
is  12.94  gms. 


The  obverse  may  be  described  as  follows: 

Below  the  inscription  in  Lichhavi  characters  is  a winged  horse 
standing  to  left,  with  right  foot  raised.  In  addition  to  the 
space  occupied  by  the  arc  forming  the  legend  there  are  15  pellets 
in  a circle. 

The  marginal  legends  reads  Shri  Jisnu  Guptasya. 

The  reverse  Vajra,  border  circle  of  23  pellets. 

As  mentioned  above  the  figure  on  the  obv.  was  described  by  previous 
writers  as  winged  bull  or  winged  lion,  similar  to  the  winged  lion  on 
coins  of  Amsuvarman,  the  predecessor  of  Jisnu  Gupta.  The  author  be- 
lieves, however,  that  it  may  be  a winged  horse.  Photo  2 shows  an  en- 
largement of  the  animal  on  the  coin  in  question.  The  shape  of  the  head 
is  horselike  and  quite  different  from  that  of  the  lion.  The  legs  are 
thinner  and  end  in  distinct  hoofs.  The  tail  also  is  the  tail  of  ahorse 
and  not  of  a lion.  On  the  other  hand  the  figure  lacks  the  essential 
signs  of  a bull;  it  has  no  horns,  no  hanging  portion  of  the  neck, 
neither  a hump  nor  signs  of  hair  at  the  end  of  the  tail. 
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Enlargement  of  animal , coin  above 

It  is  also  not  comparable  with  the  lion  on  the  coin  of  Amsuvarman.  The 
figure  ( photo  3)  has  curly  hair  on  the  neck  and  a tail  bent  over  its 
back. 


Enlarg.  coin  of  Amsuvarman 


This  coin  of  Amsuvarman  (photo  43  belcu)  belongs  to  a (UNPUBLISHED) 


Amsuvarman  's  coin 


hoard  of  nine  very  encrusted  coins  which  I obtained  some  years  ago. 

They  were  unearthed  in  Tibet.  Unfortunately  I could  not  verify  this  in- 
formation though  I took  pains  over  it.  After  cleaning  they  turned  out 
to  be  ancient  Nepalese  coins. 


Regarding  the  reverse  all  mentioned  authors  described  it  as  'elaborated 
symbol  of  Trident  (Trisul)  on  a base'. 
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Another  explanation  is  given  by  SHRESTHA  & RAJBHANDRI  (5).  The  figure 
is  a Vajva,  the  symbol  of  Thunder.  According  to  the  authors  the  very 
word  Jisnu  means  Indva  (the  god  of  rain  in  heaven) , and  Vajva  is  his 
most  powerful  weapon.  Perhaps  with  the  same  intention  he  adopted  the 
winged-horse,  the  fastest  conveyance  of  the  sun-god.  So  Jisnu  Gupta 
by  associating  himself  in  person  and  power  with  Indra  was  exalting  his 
own  position  and  power. 

All  published  coins  of  Jisnu  Gupta  are  of  the  type  ’standing  winged- 
horse  to  lef t ' . 

There  is  however,  another  variety  of  this  coin  with  the  obv.  'standing 
winged-horse  to  right*  mentioned  in  a Nepalese  work  on  Lichhavi  coins 
(7).  It  seems  to  be  an  extremely  rare  coin. 

Footnotes : 

(1)  Cunningham,  A.,  pi.  XIII,  fig.  7. 

(2)  Walsh,  pg.  681,  pi, I, fig. 8.  weight  11.17gms.  size  24,1  mm. 

(3)  MacDowall,  weight  11.33  gms . 

(4)  Mitchiner,  pg,  41,  no.  200. 

(5)  Shrestha  & Rajbhandris  support  their  view  by  different  archaeologi- 
cal and  mythological  data.  Their  coin:  weight  14.75  gms,  size 
25,3  mm.,  thickness  4.9  mm. 

(6)  Joshi,  S.M.,  Catalogue:  no.  8,  Nepali  Rashtviya  Mudva , pp.  56-. 

(7)  Joshi,  H,,  photo  on  page  97, 
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FATHER  OF  HIS  COUNTRY 


Jose  Artigas  appears  on  many  coins  of  Uruguay.  In  1916,  for  example, 
the  country's  coins  were  victims  of  rampant  counterfeiting  and  new  coins 
were  called  for.  The  government  called  for  competitive  bids  from  mints. 
Bids  came  from  the  USA  mint,  Santiago,  Chile  and  the  Buenos  Aires  mint. 
The  Uruguayan  1917  1 Peso  and  50  Centesimos  coins  were  minted  at  Buenos 
Aires.  Reason:  Uruguay  has  not  had  a mint  of  its  own  since  the  19th 

century. 
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P 0 RTUGUESE  INDIA:  Money  of  Account  after  1881 


by  John  DeMarais , Dallas , Texas , NI  Hi 539 

Both  Krause  and  Mishler  and  Yeoman  ascribe  the  following  system  of  ac- 
count to  Portuguese  India  after  1871:  60  reis  = 1 tanga;  16  tangas  = 

1 rupia.  The  12th  edition  of  Yeoman  lists  50  reis  = 1 tanga,  which  is 
erroneous;  prior  editions  have  it  stated  properly.  This  is  valid  for 
the  copper  coinage  of  1871.  However,  it  does  not  apply  to  the  new  coin- 
age of  1881  or  to  subsequent  issues.  The  purpose  of  the  1881  issue  was 
to  introduce  a set  of  copper  and  silver  coins  that  was  the  equivalent 
of  the  set  of  British  Indian  copper  and  silver  coins.  The  new  set  in- 
cluded copper  values  for  1/8  and 
1/A  tanga.  Coins  for  1/12  and  1/2 
tanga  were  introduced  in  the  1901 
set.  These  four  denominations  were 
the  equivalents  of  the  Indian  1/12 
anna,  1/2  pice,  1/A  anna  and  1/2 
anna  pieces.  The  smallest  British 
unit  of  account  was  the  pie  or  1/12 
anna.  In  1881  this  value  became 
the  smallest  Portuguese  unit,  but 
the  Portuguese  chose  to  call  it  a 
real  instead  of  a pie.  Thus,  the 
real  after  1881  was  not  the  same 
unit  as  the  pre-1881  real.  The 
post-1881  real  was  equal  to  give  of  the  old  reis. 


1/4  Tanga , 1901,  Carlos  I 
This  coin  was  equal  to  3 reis  in 
the  1881-1958  money  of  account. 


This  change  in  accounting  systems  has  been  overlooked  by  general  numis- 
matic works  because  no  reference  is  made  to  the  term  "real"  on  coins 
after  1880.  There  is  also  no  reference  to  the  term  "pie"  on  British 
coins.  The  post-1881  system  of  12  reis  = 1 tanga;  16  tangas  = 1 rupia 
is  listed  in  postage  stamp  catalogs  because  the  term  "real"  is  used  on 
stamps  until  1958.  All  real  value  stamps  were  in  sums  of  ten  reis  or 
less.  The  most  common  stamps  were  for  1,  1-1/2,  3,  A-l/2,  6 and  9 reis. 
All  tanga  value  stamps  were  in  sums  of  one  tanga  or  greater.  Fractions 
were  used  in  tanga  expressions  only  for  multiples  such  as  1-1/2  or 
2-1/2  tangas. 


This  system  of  account  endured  un- 
til 1958  when  decimal  currency  based 
on  escudo  and  centavo  units  was  in- 
troduced. This  followed  the  intro- 
duction of  decimal  currency  in  India 
in  April,  1957.  The  Portuguese  in- 
troduced cupro-nickel  coins  for  6, 

3 and  1 escudo,  and  60  centavos; 
there  were  also  bronze  coins  for  30 
and  10  centavos.  This  is  a strange 
pattern  for  decimal  currency,  and 
certainly  quite  unlike  the  Portu- 
guese homeland  series.  It  can  be 
explained  by  the  desire  to  use 

Portuguese  and  Indian  systems  of  account  side-by-side.  Since  the  es- 
cudo was  pegged  at  80  to  the  pound  and  the  rupee  was  pegged  at  13-1/3 
to  the  pound,  the  ratio  of  the  escudo  to  the  rupee  was  six  to  one. 


30  Centavos,  1958,  Republic 
This  peculiar  denomination  was 
designed  to  be  the  exact  equal 
to  the  India  5 naya  paise  coin, 
first  issued  in  1957. 
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Thus,  the  six  and  three  escudo  pieces  were  equal  to  the  Indian  rupee 
and  its  half.  The  60  and  30  centavos  coins  were  the  exact  equals  of 
the  new  Indian  10  and  5 naya  paise  coins.  The  escudo  and  the  10  cen- 
tavo pieces  were  purely  Portuguese.  However,  the  10  centavo  coins  was 
the  practical  equivalent  of  the  old  1/4  tanga. 

This  hybrid  system  also  extended  to  banknotes.  There  were  notes  for 
30,  60,  100,  300,  600  and  1,000  escudos.  The  30,  60,  300  and  600 
escudo  notes  were  equal  to  5,  10,  50  and  100  rupees  respectively. 

It  is  remarkable  to  note  that  the  1958  system  of  dividing  the  rupee 
into  600  centavos  paralleled  the  early  19th  century  system  of  dividing 
the  rupee  into  600  reis . At  that  earlier  time,  10  tangas  equalled  1 
rupee.  Therefore,  the  new  60  centavo  coin  was  the  equal  of  the  long- 
obsolete  tanga  of  1/10  rupee.  This  coincidence  resulted  from  the  vag- 
aries of  foreign  exchange  and  from  the  fact  that  the  pre-1871  system 
had  one  decimal  step  in  it. 

These  fascinating  permutations  ended  with  the  Indian  seizure  of  Goa 
and  other  parcels  of  Portuguese  India  in  December,  1961. 
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IS  THERE  A SECOND  CANADIAN  1944  TOMBAC  5 CENT  PIECE?? 

After  reading  the  BULLETIN  fillers  on  the  recently  sold  Canadian  5 cent 
in  tombac,  Lee  Grossman  (NI  #1707)  reminds  your  Article  Editor  of  an 
item  in  COIN  WORLD  in  1972.  It  reads  in  part:  "It  is  reported  in  the 
monthly  BULLETIN  of  LT Association  des  Numismates  de  St-Hyaeinthe  (Que- 
bec, Canada)  that  a 1944  Tombac  "nickel"  has  been  discovered  in  cir- 
culation." 

An  it  goes  on  to  mention  about  the  changes  in  the  nickel  composition  to 
tombac  in  the  5 cent  piece  in  1942-43  for  the  war-time  metal  needs,  and 
back  to  chrome-plated  steel  in  1944,  a magnetic  material.  And  that  the 
Royal  Canadian  Mint  struck  8,000  Tombac  "V  nickels”  in  1944.  but  did  not 
release  them. 

Now  we  come  to  another  important,  interesting  bit  of  information:  The 
clipping,  to  quote  again  says:  "The  piece  reported  was  in  VERY  GOOD 
condition,  showing  much  circulation,  and  was  not  magnetic.  It  was  of 
correct  weight." 

The  recently  sold  Canadian  1944  Tombac  'nickel"  was  in  VERY  FINE  con- 
dition. It  sold  for  $7,000  at  the  1982  ANA  Mid-Year  Auction.  Thus  we 
may  be  talking  about  TWO  DIFFERENT  coins ! ! 

Where  is  the  coin  found  in  1972?  What  say  you  Specialists  in  Canadian 
Coins?? 
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A MEDIEVAL  PILGRIM’S  COINS 


by  Joseph  Uphoff , La  Jolla , Calif.  , NT  ft  1411 


With  some  trepidation,  the  young  man  climbed  the  Church  steps  and  en- 
tered the  great  portal  almost  furtively.  Stepping  from  the  bright  sun- 
shine of  the  early  morning  into  the  cool  dim  vestibule,  he  paused  and 
waited  until  his  sight  adjusted.  His  mind  was  filled  with  regret  and 
pain  for  his  deed  of  the  evening  before.  What  was  to  be  a pleasant 
social  night  had  turned  to  horror.  Drinking  and  gambling  led  to 
argument  and  violence  and  in  due  course  he  had  drawn  his  daggar  and 
now  found  himself  a homicide. 


Although  not  held  to  account  because  his  opponent  was  also  armed,  his 
natural  piety  and  his  recognition  of  the  need  for  penance  brought  him 
to  the  church,  which  had  always  served  his  family  in  times  of  need.  He 
walked  hastily  to  the  sacristy  where  he  requested  the  priest  to  hear  his 
confession.  In  such  cases  it  was  a common  practice  for  the  penance  to 
take  the  form  of  a pilgrimage  to  certain  holy  shrines  and  thus  before 
leaving  the  church  he  was  given  a complete  itinerary  of  places  of  wor- 
ship and  additional  instructions  regarding  prayer  and  fasting  during 
his  journey. 


A Scottish  silver 

c 4 

Scottish  penny  reverse 

penny  showing  the 

■ 

with  the  legend  "REX 

profile  of  King 

f aJ:  V i ? 

SCOTORVM"  quartered 

Alexander  III  who 
reigned  AD  1249- 
1286 

r- 

Wj,  in 
-fj  $\  - 

by  a cross 

Ian  MacMorris  was  the  younger  son  af  an  Edinburgh  wool  merchant.  Who, 
after  discussing  what  had  happened  with  his  family,  received  along  with 
his  father’s  blessing,  some  coins  including  several  of  the  Scottish  king 
Alexander  III.  After  gathering  his  possessions,  he  left  for  Holyrood 
Cathedral  to  join  the  next  pilgrimage  to  Canterbury. 


At  Holyrood,  the  priest  presented  him  and  all  the  other  people  in  the 
group  with  a shepherd's  crook,  a plain  brown  robe,  and  a cross;  symbols 
associated  with  pilgrimages.  Once  in  England,  he  soon  discovered  that 
his  money  could  not  buy  the  same  things  as  they  did  at  home.  This  was 
quickly  realized  by  other  members  of  the  group  as  well.  To  remedy  this 
problem,  some  took  to  begging  for  sustenance  and  currency.  At  first, 
Ian  looked  upon  this  disdainfully.  That  is,  until  he  squandered  all 
of  his  money.  Once  this  happened,  he  rapidly  changed  his  mind  about 
such  activity  and  participated  in  it  himself. 


An  English  silver 
penny  showing  the 
full  face  of  King 
Edward  I,  1279  to 
1307  AD, 


i,  -*r 


English  penny  reverse 
with  the  legend  CAST OB 
CTV IT AS,  quartered  by 
a cross  +. 


Among  the  coins  given  him  were  those  of  the  then  current  English  mon- 
arch Edward  I.  Looking  at  them,  he  noticed  several  differences  from 
the  Scottish  coins  he  was  accustomed  to.  Two  significant  variations 
between  these  are:  English  coins  portray  the  ruler  facing  the  viewer, 
while  on  his  Scottish  counterpart  is  shown  in  profile,  and,  on  the  re- 
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verse  if  the  former,  the  cross  is  shown  as  a plus  sign  ' + ' , whereas  on 
the  latter  it  is  illustrated  as  an  'x'. 

Eventually  the  group  arrived  at  Canterbury  Cathedral  where  they  wor- 
shipped at  the  shrine  of  St.  Thomas  Beckett.  The  next  day,  several 
pilgrims  left  for  other  English  shrines.  Ian,  however,  walked  toward 
Dover,  as  this  was  the  closest  port  to  France.  Once  at  Dover,  he  ar- 
ranged passage  across  the  Channel  on  a fishing  vessel. 

Upon  arriving  on  the  Norman  coast,  he  began  his  journey  towards  Paris, 
the  third  stop  on  his  itinerary.  As  he  travelled,  Ian  soon  recognized 
the  benefit  of  his  father’s  insistence  that  he  know  a language  other 
than  English  if  he  ever  expected  to  succeed  as  a merchant.  The  long 
hours  of  studying  French  and  Latin  finally  paid  off. 

It  was  not  long  before  he  reached  Paris.  Once  there, 
his  first  obligation  was  to  pray  at  Notre  Dame  Ca- 
thedral and  enquire  about  finding  lodging  along  his 
prescribed  route  which  required  him  to  travel  to  Mar- 
sailles.  Both  were  accomplished  without  difficulty. 

He  had  heard  about  Paris  from  his  father  and  uncles 
since  his  youth  especially  in  regard  to  its  position 
as  a major  trade  center  in  Europe.  Now  that  he  was 
there,  Ian  decided  to  explore  the  city  and  visit  the 
merchants'  quarter.  He  was  extremely  interested  in 
what  the  other  wool  merchants  of  the  Continent  were 
charging  for  their  product.  Once  in  the  marketplace, 
amid  the  noises  and  bustle,  he  wandered  around  noting  the  rates  of  ex- 
change for  possible  future  use.  Although  he  observed  a large  amount 
of  bartering  - one  product  traded  for  another  - numerous  coins  were 
also  being  used  in  transactions.  Among  these,  he  discovered  coins  is- 
sued by  the  French  King,  Philip  IV.  Having  never  seen  coins  from  coun- 
tries other  than  his  home,  he  asked  various  merchants  to  identify  se- 
veral of  them  once  they  had  completed  their  transactions.  After  a time, 
Ian  paused  to  eavesdrop  on  a conversation  over  a piece  of  cloth  the 
seller  claimed  to  be  extremely  rare  and  valuable.  He  requested  to  be 
shown  this  item  and  instantly  recognized  it  as  an  inferior  weave  of 
Scottish  wool.  He  informed  the  prospective  buyer  of  this  as  well  as 
mentioning  that  wool  was  his  stock  in  trade.  The  merchant  became  ex- 
tremely upset  that  a pilgrim  had  robbed  him  of  realizing  a potentially 
huge  profit  so  he  summoned  the  watch.  But  Ian  had  already  blended 
with  the  crowd.  A short  time  later,  he  went  back  to  the  Cathedral, 
gathered  his  belongings  and  continued  on  his  journey. 

After  several  months  of  staying  at  churches  and  mon- 
asteries for  days  and  even  weeks  at  a time,  Ian  fin- 
ally arrived  at  Marseilles.  Here  he  worshipped  at 
St.  Victor  Church.  Despite  the  onset  of  winter,  he 
decided  to  continue  his  journey  to  Italy,  as  he  had 
more  important  concerns  than  the  weather.  With  this 
in  mind  he  went  to  the  port  only  to  discoveb  that  he 
did  not  have  enough  money  to  buy  passage  on  board  a 
ship,  nor  were  the  captains  particularly  charitable 
that  day.  This  was  soon  remedied  through  begging  and 
by  the  next  day  he  was  sailing  toward  Genoa. 


Obv.  PROVINCE 
Denier  of  Ray- 
mond VII , 1222- 
1249  A.D. 


He  d.e  France 
(territory  sur- 
rounding Paris) 
Double  Toumois 
of  Philip  IV 
1285-1314 
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A few  coins  he  received  as  the  result  of  this  en- 
deavor dated  to  a ruler  who  died  about  fifty  years 
before.  While  tan  was  unaware  of  this  through  his 
ignorance  of  local  history,  it  is  important  to  note 
that  coins  circulate  long  after  the  ruler  who  minted 
them  and  whose  name  and/or  portrait  appears  has  died. 
GENOA,  Denaro , This  is  a significant  point  to  consider  when  atterop- 

in  the  none  of  ting  to  use  numismatic  evidence  as  a dating  technique 

Conrad  II,  oa. 

A.D.  1180 . Once  in  Genoa,  he  found  his  way  to  St,  Lorenzo  Ca- 

thedral where  he  continued  praying  for  forgiveness.  Throughout  his 
pilgrimage,  lan  noticed  many  people  selling  indulgences  to  absolve  one 
of  various  sins  and  to  trim  the  time  one's  soul  spent  in  purgatory.  He, 
however,  resisted  this  temptation  to  use  the  little  money  he  had  in 
this  manner  and  continued  to  do  so  throughout  his  journey.  Whereas  in 
other  places  along  his  route  these  could  be  ignored,  in  Genoa,  it  was 
very  hard  to  resist  the  pressure. 

While  among  the  more  obvious  uses  of  coins  include  commerce  and  the  pur 
chase  of  spiritual  goods,  they  also  serve  as  a means  of  identifying  the 
type  of  government  a particular  state  is  under.  Generally  republics, 
such  as  Genoa  at  the  time,  used  one  symbolic  pattern  for  many  genera- 
tions. This  principle  can  also  be  applied  to  ecclesiastical  states  as 
well.  Kingdoms,  on  the  other  hand,  usually  changed  the  pattern  they 
used  on  their  coins  each  time  they  had  a new  ruler.  Also,  the  last 
are  more  likely  to  use  or  attempt  to  use  a lifelike  portrait  of  the 
current  ruler  which  would  naturally  change  as  each  new  ruler  ascended 
the  throne. 


Continuing  his  journey  southward,  Ian  noticed  that  the  practice  of  sel- 
ling indulgences  got  progressively  more  intense  as  he  neared  Rome,  the 
final  destination  of  his  pilgrimage.  Once  there,  he  prayed  at  various 
churches  in  the  Eternal  City  and  noticed  that  several  of  them  had  a box 
near  the  entrance  that  contained  offerings  in  the  form  of  coins.  While 
he  could  not  contribute,  he  observed  that  many  well  dressed  people  did. 


In  these  boxes  were  coins  from  many  principalities  in 
Italy,  Southern,  France,  and  Southern  Germany.  Glan- 
cing at  one  of  them,  Ian  observed  many  different  styles 
and  designs  among  its  contents.  Most  of  them  boasted 
of  an  heraldic  devise  of  one  form  or  another  that  he 
surmised  represented  its  country  of  origin.  In  fact, 
most  European  coins  were  strictly  heraldic  in  nature 
and  did  not  generally  portray  the  current  ruler.  As  one 
of  the  primary  functions  of  coins  is  to  identify  where 
they  are  minted,  this  statement  can  be  extended  to  include  those  of  all 
periods  and  cultures  that  utilize  coinage  in  any  way,  shape,  form,  as 
each  either  used  a distinctive  design  of  symbolic  import  to  itself  or 
copied  another  culture's  motif  if  both  shared  similar  belief  in  the 
significance  of  that  motif. 


ROME,  copper 
Cinquina,  ca. 
A.D.  1275 


His  obligation  now  complete,  Ian  began  the  long  journey  home  travelling 
the  same  route  as  he  came.  After  an  absence  of  eighteen  months,  he  re- 
turned to  Edinburgh.  Once  back  at  his  parish  church,  he  approached 
the  priest  and  presented  him  with  the  documented  evidence  of  ful- 
filling his  vow  and  was  absolved  of  his  sin.  And  Ian  began  his  life 
as  an  Edinburgh  wool  merchant. 
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COINS  AND  YOUR  ROOTS 


by  Robert  E.  Poulin,  Lawrence,  Mass.,  NI  #604 

Are  you  among  the  many  people  whose  interest  in  their  family  history 
was  excited  by  the  showing  of  the  television  show  "Roots".  Have  you 
considered  combining  it  with  your  coin  collecting  hobby?  A little  ef- 
fort can  produce  a project  worthy  of  display. 

One  example,  being  assembled  by  a friend,  centers  on  his  grandfather. 
Around  the  turn  of  the  century,  after  immigrating  from  Italy,  he  opened 
a small  shop.  Over  the  years  he  accumulated  a number  of  Italian  coins 
in  trade.  These  were  passed  down  from  father  to  son  until  today. 

Combining  copies  of  an  early  photograph,  showing  his  grandfather  and 
other  family  members  standing  in  front  of  the  store,  with  the  best  of 
the  coins  in  a plastic  display  case  he  is  creating  gifts  for  his  own 
children.  Gifts  that  will  convey  an  important  part  of  their  family's 
story. 

Another  way  to  do  this  would  be  to  set  up  a family  tree  display.  Each 
branch  representing  a family  member  marked  by  a coin.  These  coins 
could  mark  the  person's  home  country  or  an  important  date  in  their  life 
(or  both) . 

If  you  can't  get  the  necessary  information  to  trace  your  family  history 
why  not  start  with  your  own  generation?  Make  a list  of  the  important 
dates  and  events  you  want  to  include  and  find  the  coins,  medals  or 
tokens  that  best  match  them.  You  can  even  include  paper  currency; 
holders  are  available  that  will  accomodate  just  about  any  combination. 

You  can  add  birth  year,  wedding,  bar  mitzvah,  graduation,  whatever  you 
decide  on.  A wedding  photo  or  invitation  or  anything  else  you  feel 
will  fit  can  be  added.  You  can  use  one  coin  or  a set  for  the  display. 
In  England  a "lucky"  sixpence  is  usually  placed  in  the  bride's  shoe 
and  could  be  used  for  a wedding. 

You  can  also  include  souvenirs  from  vacations  or  military  service  in 
your  numismatic  memento. 

The  Isle  of  Man,  a small  island  in  the  Irish  Sea,  released  the  first 
in  a series  of  Christmas  commemoratives  coins  in  1980.  The  obverse 
bears  the  Machin  portrait  of  Queen  Elizabeth  II  with  the  legend  ISLE 
OF  MAN  ELIZABETH  II  1980.  The  reverse  is  designed  by  Leslie  Lindsay 
and  depicts  a Dikensian  coach  and  four  trotting  past  some  children 
playing  in  the  snow.  The  "Mona's  Isle",  a period  steamship  rests  at 
anchor  in  the  background.  Above  them  is  the  word  CHRISTMAS  and  below 
is  the  value  50  (Pence). 

This  attractive  seven— sided  coin  could  be  combined  with  a favorite 
holiday  snapshot  to  create  a lasting  remembrance  of  the  holidays. 

No  matter  which  way  you  decide  to  combine  coins  and  your  family  his- 
tory the  first  step  is  to  do  some  research.  Check  your  family's 
records  for  any  old  papers  or  photographs  that  might  provide  the 
information  you  need.  Talk  to  elderly  family  members.  they  can  be 
a goldmine  of  anecdotes  and  happenings.  They  can  add  life  to  those 
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old  pictures  and  inspire  entertaining  copy  for  your  display. 

The  public  library  can  also  be  a source  of  helpful  information.  Ex- 
plain to  the  librarian  what  you  are  doing  and  ask  if  they  have  any 
books  on  geneology.  Once  you  have  finished  your  historical  research 
and  have  assembled  the  photos  and  other  material  you  are  going  to  use 
you  are  ready  to  add  whatever  coins,  medals,  tokens  or  currency  you 
have  decided  will  compliment  them. 

Research  the  numismatic  side  of  your  display  as  carefully  as  you  did 
the  historical  side.  Choose  the  most  attractive  grades  and  types  you 
have  or  can  afford  to  buy. 

Take  your  time  and  try  arranging  the  materials  in  different  ways. 

Using  sheets  of  scrap  paper  cut  to  the  size  of  your  case's  display 
area  mark  in  various  layouts  until  you  find  the  one  that  you  like  best. 
Then  use  your  layout  sheet  to  guide  the  materials  in  your  display. 

Once  the  materials  are  mounted  find  a suitable  place  in  your  home  to 
display  your  handiwork.  You  will  have  created  not  only  a pleasing 
display,  but  you  will  have  helped  future  generations  identify  with 
your  family,  and  you  will  have  added  a new  aspect  to  your  collecting 
hobby  while,  hopefully,  having  had  some  fun  while  doing  it. 

*********************************************************************** 

A DENARIUS  OF  POMPEY'S  SON 

by  the  late  Larry  Devine , NT  # 1832 


Imperatorial  Rome.  46-45  B.  C.  AR  Denarius  of  M.  Pobliaius , 

Cn.  Pompeius  Magnus  (Pompey's  son).  Helmeted  head  of  Roma,  rt. 
before  "M.  P0BL1CI.  LEG.  PRO";  behind , ”PRn.  Rev.;  Baetica  or 
Hispana , standing , right  holding  two  spears  and  presenting 
palm  brance  to  Cnaeus  Pompey  standing  left  on  prow;  around , 
'CN.MAGNVS.IMP.  " Craw.  469/lb,  Syd.  1035 . Mint  of  Spain. 

Nicely  toned  Extremely  Fine,  very  Rare  in  this  condition. 

Ex  Knobloch  Coll. 

Cnaeus  Pompey  commanded  a squadron  of  the  fleet  in  the  Adriatic  Sea 
in  the  Civil  War  of  48  BC.  After  his  father’s  death,  he  fled  to 
Africa  and  then  to  Spain.  Here  he  and  his  brother  Sextus  formed  a 
powerful  army,  but  were  defeated  by  Caesar  at  the  battle  of  Munda  in 
45  BC.  Cnaeus  escaped  from  the  battle,  but  was  soon  taken  prisoner 
and  put  to  death. 


A*********************************************************^^^^^^ 

HANUKKA  1980:  The  Israeli  government  reports  the  mintage  of  the  Lamp 

from  Corfu  coins  as  15,490  silver  proofs  and  23,000  silver  BU 
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coins . 


NUMISMATIC  VIGNETTES  OF  HISTORY 


by  Walter  Bergman,  Cape  Town,  So.  Africa,  F.S.A.N.S. , NT  # 1783 

The  term  'numismatics’  defines  the  study  of  coins,  commemorative  medal- 
lions, war  medals,  tokens,  and  lately  also  that  of  paper  money.  For 
many  people  numismatics  has  become  an  absorbent  hobby.  As  this  hobby 
is  split  up  into  these  different  fields,  the  numismatic  collector  has 
to  decide  in  which  of  these  he  wishes  to  specialize.  One  field  is  as 
interesting  as  the  next,  and  a preference  for  any  one  of  these  can  only 
be  viewed  through  the  eyes  of  the  beholder. 

Commemorative  medallions  are  strictly  mementoes  of  history.  They  are 
not  issued  for  circulation;  yet  often  beautifully  designed,  they  are 
rarely  seen  and  normally  end  up  as  collectors'  pieces.  Each  of  these 
medallions  has  a story  to  tell  and  numismatists  who  collect  them,  en- 
joy nothing  better  than  to  discover  the  reason  for  their  striking. 

Quite  often  one  hears  remarks  made  by  war  medal  collectors  to  the  ef- 
fect that  the  study  of  their  medals  is  infinitely  more  fascinating 
than  that  of  coins.  It  is  true,  that  each  war  medal  has  a story  to 
relate,  not  only  why  it  was  struck  in  the  first  instance,  but  also  to 
whom  it  was  awarded,  and  more  important,  for  which  particular  deed. 

The  latter  often,  nay  invariably,  touches  on  the  life  story  of  its  re- 
cipient, and  for  the  collector,  this  discovery  makes  it  a very  person- 
al experience.  But  do  not  coins  also  tell  individual  stories? 

The  historic  background  of  regular  circulation  coins,  issued  by  so  many 
states  in  the  past  and  at  present,  is  always  worth  investigating.  Far 
more  interesting  however  are  those  coins,  which,  struck  in  addition  to 
the  regular  issues,  commemorate  special  events  or  historically  impor- 
tant personages.  The  striking  of  such  pieces  is  by  no  means  a new 
trend,  but  can  be  traced  back  to  the  earliest  days  of  coinage  itself. 
There  verily  exist  now  tens  of  thousands  of  such  coin  types.  In  most 
instances  the  average  collector  has  no  knowledge  of  the  events  or  the 

persons  commemorated  in  this  way  and  here  a whole  new  vista  opens 

up  for  him,  this  being  the  discovery  of  the  reason  for  the  existence 
of  any  of  these  pieces,  which  have  circulated  freely  or  still  do. 

Numismatics,  as  mentioned  before,  is  the  study  of  coins,  and  how  can 
one  study  a coin  better  than  to  get  to  know  its  background,  its  history? 
Each  one  of  these  commemorative  coins  tells  a story  of  its  own,  and  to 
uncover  this  so  often  unbeknown  fragment  of  history  may  well  prove 
most  enlightening. 

Visual  appeal  is  another  aspect  of  numismatics.  The  art  expended  in 
the  production  of  coins,  medallions  and  medals  is  most  certainly  an 
interesting  subject  for  study.  Already  in  the  olden  days  it  had  been 
the  intention  to  produce  coins  of  considerable  beauty,  and  as  far  back 
as  almost  2,500  years  ago,  some  craftsmen  of  ancient  Greece  were  so 
proud  of  their  exquisite  work,  that  they  engraved  their  names  on  the 
dies,  which  they  had  cut,  so  that  the  world,  then  and  even  now,  would 
know,  that  the  coins  made  from  those  dies,  were  designed  and  struck  by 
them.  And  masterpieces  they  certainly  were!  However,  it  was  not  only 
the  ancient  Greeks  who  included  their  names  in  their  creations.  On 
some  modern  coins  one  can  also  find  the  names  of  famous  engravers. 
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This  in  itself  is  certainly  a subject  for  study!  Who  were  these  re- 
markable artists? 

There  are  countries  which  seem  to  specialize  in  the  issue  of  coins, 
which  in  design  are  unconventional  yet  very  appealing  to  the  eye.  Many 
of  the  commemorative  coins  feature  designs  of  great  artistic  merit,  and 
one  cannot  help  but  get  the  impression  that  more  than  normal  »_are  was 
taken  in  their  designing,  so  as  to  celebrate  the  important  event  or  to 
bestow  honour,  where  honour  was  due. 

People  merely  acquiring  coins  are  collectors,  but  once  they  commence 
investigating  and  studying  their  acquistions,  they  will  ultimately  be- 
come numismatists.  But  by  then  they  must  have  realized  that  all  coins, 
particularly  the  commemorative  issues,  produce  interesting  "Numismatic 
Vignettes  of  History",  which  may  make  them  as  much  the  richer  in  know- 
ledge. 

(Ed. : In  the  July  1982  issue  of  the  NI  BULLETIN  (pl98) 3 Walt  Mason 

made  a comment  regarding  an  earlier  article  by  author  Bergman  stating 
" Almost  make  a fellow  want  to  study  history".  This  short  article  by 
Mr.  Bergman  makes  a good  point  of  that  remark. ) 

*********************************************************************** 


SOCCER  COINS 

by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 3 Lincoln3 
Nebraska 3 NI  #LM-12 

Turkey  has  just  issued  her  third 
football  coin,  a .500  silver  lira 
piece,  though  only  in  proof.  The 
obverse  has  a soccer  player  and  the 
denomination.  The  reverse  has  a 
globe  grid  with  a map  of  Spain  and 
the  legend  ISP ANAYA  1982  DtiNYA 
(world)  FUTBOL  §AMPIYONASI. 

The  previous  coins,  a 150  lira  piece 
of  silver  (issued  just  as  the  very 
bad  inflation  was  just  beginning) 
in  1978  for  the  championship  in 
Argentina  and  an  earlier  1982  100 
lira  coin  in  copper-nickel. 

Local  British  residents  first  intro- 
duced soccer  in  Istanbul  before 

World  War  I,  though  few  Turks  participated.  From  1935/47  I coached 
the  English  High  School  team  (indeed  all  sports)  at  which  time  games/ 
matches  were  limited  to  other  schools.  There  were  several  clubs  in 
Istanbul  and  more  than  once  I was  called  on  as  a neutral  to  referee 
difficult  games,  no  sinecure.  Football  was  severely  limited  because 
of  all  too  few  stadiums , while  we  were  the  only  school  to  have  its 
own  field. 

Since  World  War  II  the  game  spread  so  much  and  so  fast  that  it  became 
a national  sport  with  more  glamour  even  than  archery  and  wrestling  once 
had.  Cities  back  their  own  teams  with  tremendous  enthusiasm  and  at 
times  a lost  game  may  spill  over  into  violence. 

343 


CUM* 


QUEST  I ON  ABLE  FRENCH  COLONIAL  PIEFORTS 
by  Carl  F.  Chirico , Jr Newark,  Del.,  NI  U 1885 

This  article  is  an  exploratory  one  which  I hope  will  stimulate  further 
research  on  the  subject.  Although  the  following  French  Colonial  Pie- 
forts  are  cataloged  in  the  three  major  references  on  the  subject  listed 
below,  I am  very  confident  that  the  probability  of  their  existence  is 
very  low.  I base  this  on  25  years  of  collecting  this  series,  and  on 
correspondence  with  Mr.  Gerard  Petit,  who  provided  me  with  a letter  from 
the  Director  of  the  French  Mint  certifying  that  these  pieces  were  never 
struck.  Of  course,  stranger  things  have  happened  in  our  hobby  than 
discovering  a coin  which  was  reportedly  never  struck.  1 am  curious  as 
to  how  these  references  were  able  to  determine  a price  for  these  coins, 

I would  appreciate  any  information  on  them,  especially  if  seen  or  owned 
by  you.  My  Address  is:  Carl  F.  Chirico,  Jr.,  P.0.  Box  7391,  Newark,  DE 
19711  USA. 

List  of  Pieforts  which  were  never  struck  according  to  the  Paris  Mint: 


COUNTRY 

TYPE 

CATALOG 

F&K 

K&M 

G&C 

[13 

, r23 

Morocco 

50c,  1945,  Al-Bz, 

21 

PE-40 

None 

lOOFr.  1951,  Silver 

143 

PEA-54 

61 

5Fr . " Al-Mag.. 

144 

PE-48 

50 

2Fr . " " [33  145 

PE-47 

47 

lFr . 

146 

PE-46 

45 

50Fr . 1952,  Cu-Al. 

161 

PE-51 

60 

20Fr . 

162 

PE-50 

59 

lOFr . 

163 

PE-49 

55 

Tunisia 

10c,  1945,  Zinc 

28 

PE-60 

69 

lOOFr.,  1950,  Cu-Ni . 

132 

PE-66 

107 

50Fr . , 

133 

PE- 6 5 

106 

20Fr , , 

134 

PE-64 

105 

Reunion 

20Fr , , 1955,  Cu-Ni, 

201 

PE- 12 

10 

lOFr . , 

202/3 

PE- 11 

9 

5FR . , 

203/4 

PE-10 

8 

NOTES: 

[13 

F&K  show  a photo  of  the 

1942  which 

does  exist 

. 

[23 

K&M  uses  the  same  number 

PE-40  for 

both  1942 

(exists) 

the  1945  piefort  (questionable) . 

C 31  Poindessault  & Vedrines  in  their  1981  supplement  price  list 
have  a 2Fr . piefort  for  sale,  but  have  never  verified  it 
to  me . 

[43  F&K  have  a numbering  error  in  their  catalog  having  omitted 
202  and  repeating  204. 

Bibliography: 

B.  Favier  & M.  Kolsky;  Essais  et  Pieforts  Francais,  Paris,  1973 

V.  Gadoury  & G„  Cousinie:  Monnaies  Colonial.es  Francoises,  1670-1980.  1979. 

C.  Krause  & C.  Mishler:  Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins,  1981  (8th  Ed.) 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE  (Continued  from  page  352) 


Scott  E.  Cordry,  P.  0.  Box  9828,  San  Diego,  Calif.  92109:  WANTED  - 

Yemen  1/2  Rial  AH1380  for  my  collection.  Also  any  information  regard- 
ing the  existence  of  the  following  Iranian  gold  coins:  1/4  Pahlavi 

SH1336  or  1343,  1/2  Pahlavi  SH1330  high  relief  or  SH1343,  1 Pahlavi 
SH1343,  2-1/2  Pahlavi  SH1342,  1347  or  1349  and  5 Pahlavi  SH1342,  1347 
and  1349.  Also  1/2  Pahlavi  and  2-1/2  Pahlavi  SH1358  and  1/2  Pahlavi 
SH1324,  Lion  & Sun  type.  Any  information  greatly  appreciated! 

B.  M.  Weisskopf-Francis , 14  Feldbergstrasse , CH-4057  BASLE,  Switzerland: 
WANTED  - Brazil  Cr.  108,  LXXX  (80)  Reis,  1820-1823,  or  Cr.  128,  80 
Reis,  1823-1831;  China  Y-459.1  or  459.2  200  Cash  (Copper),  Szechuan 
Province;  Russia  Cr.  115.1,  5 Kopeks,  1802-1810,  Mint  Ekaterinburg; 
Tunisia  Cr.  166,  8 Kharub,  AH  1281  (1864).  All  wanted  in  VF  to  VF+ 
condition,  Please  offer. 

A1  Tom,  Box  787,  San  Bruno,  CA  94066:  WANTED  - Taiwan  1976  mint  sets 

in  plastic  case  of  issue.  Paying  $20.  Also  need  the  single  silver 
issues.  Paying  $15  for  the  pair.  Y-532  50c  AU-UNC.  Pay  $2. 

Greater  Houston  Coin  Club,  P.  0.  Box  2963,  Houston,  TX  77001:  Exhibi- 

tors needed  for  the  26th  annual  Greater  Houston  "MONEY  SHOW".  Please 
write  the  Exhibit  Chairman  at  the  above  address.  The  show  will  be  held 
at  the  ADAMS  MARK  HOTEL  January  28-30,  1983. 

John  L.  Pieratt,  2635  S.  Hydraulic,  32C,  Wichita,  KS  67216 : WANTED  - 

Information  on  French  Cochin,  Indo  China  and  Cambodia  Peso/Piastre. 

1.  Designer/engraver ' s Barre  Piastre,  C.  Wurder  Peso,  Lindauer,  Turin 
Piastre . 

2.  Are  any  still  alive?  Born  when?  Died  When? 

3.  Engravers  signs  - Fasces  - Torch  - Wing  - Anchor  - Cornucopia. 

4.  How  many  patterns  before  these  designers  design  used? 

5.  Did  anyone  pose  for  the  designs? 

6.  Seated  Liberty,  the  chair  - rice  beside  fasces  - wreath  crown  - 
why  seven  points  - anchor  behind  chair? 

7.  Does  Seated  Liberty  have  anything  to  do  with  the  U.S.  Statue  of 
Liberty?  Did  sculptor  Frederre  Barthold  Gustare  Eiffel,  Jeane 
Emilie  have  anything  to  do  with  Barre  design  on  the  piastre  coin? 

8.  Piastre  1896  - any  with  engravers  sign  torch? 

9.  1931  piastre  bust  facing  left,  value  in  ornamental  frame. 

10.  1946/47  - why  one  branch,  why  two,  robe  design,  lion  face,  cap, 
why  the  change  FRANCAISE/INDO  CHINE  FRANCAISE? 

11.  1860  Cambodia  Peso  Norodom  Bust/Coat  of  Arms. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE : The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept,  from 

NI  members  only,  any  numismatic  item,  whether  paper,  metal  or  whatever, 
for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6)  MAXIMUM. 
The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  including  sufficient 
for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send  to  NI  Attribution 
Committee,  Box  57,  Saugatuck  Station,  Westport,  Connecticut  06880,  USA. 
Please  include  your  full  address,  name  and  NI  membership  number. 

*********************************************************************** 

POLISH  HANUKKA  LAMP  COMMEMORATIVE:  Israel  announced  recently  the  mint- 

age totals  for  the  5741  (1981)  PIEFORT  Mint  Set  as  30,217.  Its  LAMP 
FROM  POLAND  Commemorative  dated  5742  (1981)  was  issued  in  BU  at  a total 
of  16,151  coins  - and  the  proof  version  at  11,221  coins. 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NT  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research 
purposes,  lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reason, 
may  do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 
better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = UNCIRCULATED.  C = Complete. 

C = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  ( ) = Com- 

plete except  those  listed.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless  multiple  mints 
for  the  particular  year. 

KUWAIT:  Y1  - C ; Y2  - C;  Y3  - C ; Y4  - C;  Y5  - C;  Y6  - C;  Y8  - C to 
1391  X (1385,  1389,  1390);  Y9  - 1382;  Y10  - 1382;  Yll  - 1382;  Y12  - 
1382;  Y13  - 1382. 

LAOS:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - C. 

LATVIA:  Y2  - CX  (1928);  Y3  - 1922  w/o  name;  Y4  - C;  Y5  - C;  Y7  - C; 

Y10  - 1937. 

LEBANON:  Y3  - C;  Y4.1  - C;  Y4.2  - C;  Y5  - 1936;  Y6  - C;  Y7  - C;  Y10  - 

1936;  Yll  - C;  Y12  - C;  Y13  - C;  Y14  - C;  Y15  - C;  Y16  - C;  Y17  - C; 

Y18  - C;  Y19  - C;  Y20  - C;  Y21  - C;  Y22  - C;  Y23  - C;  Y24  - C;  Y25  - 
CX  (1970);  Y26  - CX  (1970);  Y27  - CX  (1969);  Y28  - CX  (1970,1975); 

Y29  - C;  Y30  - C. 

LESOTHO : Yl-4  - C. 

LIBERIA:  Y9  - C;  Y9a  - C;  Y10  - C;  YlOa  - C;  Ylla  - C;  Y12  - 1960, 

1961,  1968S ; Y13  - 1960,  1961,  1968,  1972D;  Y14  - 1961;  Y14a  - 1966, 
1968;  Y15  - 1960;  Y15a  - 1966,  1968S ; Y16  - C;  Y16a  - 1966,  1968S; 

Y17  - 1962;  Y17a  - 1968L. 

LIBYA:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - C ; Y4  - C;  Y5  - C;  Y6  - C;  Y7  - C;  Y8  - C; 

Y9  - C;  Y10  - C;  Yll  - C;  Y14  - C;  Y15  - C;  Y16  - C. 

LITHUANIA:  Y3  - C;  Yll  - C. 

LUNDY : Y2  - C . 

LUXEMBOURG:  Y1  - 1901,  1908;  Y6  - C;  Y8  - C;  Y10  - C;  Y13  - 1918; 

Y14  - 1919;  Y18  - C;  Y19  - C;  Y20  - 1928;  Y22  - C;  Y23  - C;  Y25  - C; 

Y26  - C;  Y27a  - C;  Y28  - C;  Y29  - C;  Y30  - 1947;  Y30a  - C to  1972  X 
(1968);  Y31  - 1946;  Y32  - C;  Y32a  - C^  to  1964  X (1955);  Y36  - C;  Y37  - 

C;  Y41  - C to  1980  X (1970,  1973,  1976,  1977);  Y42  - 1971;  Y43  - 1971, 

1974,  1976. 

MACAO:  Y1  - C;  Yla  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y2a  - 1967;  Y3  - C;  Y3a  - 1973;  Y4  - C 

Y5  - C;  Y6  - 1968. 

MADAGASCAR:  Y1  - C;  Y3  - C;  Y4  - C;  Y5  - C;  Y6  - C;  Y7  - C. 

Malagasy  Republic:  Y1  - 1965 ; Y2  - 1965 ; Y3  - 1965 , 1968 . 

MADEIRA:  Y2  - 1852. 

MALAWI:  Y1  - 1964;  Y2  - 1964;  Y3  - C;  Y4  - C;  Y6  - 1967;  Y8  - 1973; 

Y10  - 1971;  Y12  - 1971. 

MALAYSIA/Straits  Settlements:  Y2  - 1845  no  WW;  Y7a  - 1898;  Y9a  - 1897, 

1901;  Y13  -"'1891;  Y14  - 1891;  Y15  - 1899  ; Y19  - 1903;  Y21  - 1910; 

Y24  - 1908;  Y26  - 1907;  Y27  - C;  Y28  - C;  Y29  - C;  Y30  - 1919  , 1920; 
Y31  - C;  Y34  - 1926,  1927;  Y36  - 1920  cross,  1921. 

Sarawak:  Y7  - 1870,  1888,  1889,  1891;  Y8  - 1892,  1897;  Y13  - C;  Y14  - 

1929,  1930,  1937;  Y16  - 1920;  Y17  - CX  (1920). 
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BOOK  NEWS 


THE  COINAGE  OF  NERO.  Sanford  J.  Durst  has  announced  the  reprinting 
of  this  1920  classic.  Written  by  famed  scholar  Edward  A Sydenham,  and 
forgotten  since  its  original  publication  in  1920  by  the  prestigious 
firm  Spink  & Son,  Ltd.,  of  London. 

The  book  is  written  in  the  easy  to  use  style  of  the  British  Museum 
Collection  books  on  Greek  and  Roman  coins,  classifying  the  coinage 
with  great  detail,  as  to  the  legends,  portraits  and  historical  back- 
ground on  the  various  types.  Contents  include  a General  Survey  of  the 
Coinage  of  Nero;  chronological  arrangement  of  types;  Nero's  reform  of 
the  coinage;  the  titular  dates  of  Nero;  the  obverse  legends;  the  mint 
of  Lugdunum;  the  Globe  and  Aegis;  the  art  displayed  on  the  coins  of 
Nero.  Thereafter  3 section  of  the  book  catalog  the  coinage  as  follows: 
Part  I - Coins  of  Nero  with  Claudius,  Britannicus,  Agrippina,  Octavia, 
Poppaea,  Claudia  and  Messalina;  Part  II  - Imperial  and  senatorial  coins 
of  Nero;  Part  III  - Imperial  Green  and  Colonial  Coins  of  Nero.  The 
last  section  is  of  great  importance  as  this  information  is  generally 
unavailable  elsewhere.  Finally,  an  index  and  numerous  photo  plates 
of  coins  complete  the  volume.  $30.00.  Sanford  J.  Durst,  170  East 
61st  St.,  New  York,  N.Y.  10021. 


THE  COINS  AND  TOKENS  OF  NOVA  SCOTIA.  This  classic  study  was  written 
as  a labor  of  love  by  leading  Canadian  numismatist.  Dr.  Eugene  Court- 
eau.  The  book  was  privately  published  by  him  in  1910.  Long  out  of 
print,  it  is  being  made  available  once  again  in  a limited  edition  re- 
print by  Sanford  J.  Durst.  The  40  page  book  is  heavily  illustrated 
and  describes  in  detail  over  150  varieties  of  the  series,  to  which 
are  added  seven  full  page  plates.  Each  item  is  also  classified  by  a 
rarity  guide.  $10.00  U.S./$13.00  CAN.  Sanford  J.  Durst,  170  East 
61st  St.,  New  York,  N.Y.  10021. 


MONEYS  OF  THE  BIBLE.  Authored  by  Richard  S.  Yeoman,  this  long  out-of- 
print  illustrated  monograph  of  the  coinage  of  biblical  times  with 
scriptural  references,  will  shortly  be  reprinted  by  Sanford  J.  Durst. 

The  title  is  repleat  with  illustrations  covering  the  old  and  new  testa- 
ment, and  coins  used  by  the  Greeks,  Romans,  Jews,  Syrians,  Egyptians, 
etc.  It  provides  insight  not  only  into  the  monetary  system  of  bible 
days,  including  the  weights  and  measures  prior  to  coins  as  we  know  them, 
but  also  give  the  reader  an  understanding  of  the  social,  political  and 
religious  significance  of  the  coins.  This  is  accomplished  by  using 
quotations  of  biblical  passages  from  Genesis  and  Exodus  to  Peter  and 
Matthew.  $6.00  U.S  plus  postage  of  $1.00.  Sanford  J.  Durst,  170  East 
61st  St.,  New  York,  N.Y.  10021 


CZARIST  RUSSIAN  PAPER  MONEY  1769-1917.  This  new  reference  authored  by 
Hannu  Paatela  is  in  English  and  includes  values  in  U.S.  dollars,  based 
on  retail  and  auction  results,  predominating  in  Europe  where  the  major 
market  for  these  banknotes  exists.  Heavily  illustrated,  including 
blowup  photos,  it  lists  many  scarce  and  virtually  unseen  notes.  The 
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book  also  gives  a fine  numismatic  history  of  Russian  for  the  period 
covered,  not  available  in  other  sources.  Softcover  $40.00,  hardcover 
$50.00,  plus  $1.50  postage.  Sanford  J.  Durst,  170  East  61st  St.,  New 
York,  N.J.  10021. 


(Reviews  of  the  books  listed  in  this  section  are  invited  for  publi- 
cation in  the  BOOK  REVIEWS  section.) 

********************************************************************** 

A CLOSER  LOOK  AT  THE  RARITY  OF  IMPERIAL  COINS  OF  SAMOS 

by  the  late  Larry  Devine,  N1  #1832 


SAMOS,  ca  250  A.D.  AS  35  Medallion.  Radiate  bust  of  Trajan 
Decius  (husband  of  Herennia  Etrusoilla) , rt. , wearing  aegis. 

Rx:  Two  female  figures  standing,  facing  each  other ; the  one 
on  the  l.  extends  rt.  arm  and  rests  l.  on  her  hip;  the  one- 
on  the  right  (Eirene),  holds  patera  in  rt.  hand  and  l.  arm, 
child  (Ploutos)  holding  cornucopia.  BMC  339  and  RRR. 

A group  of  scarce  Imperial  coins  of  the  island  of  Samos  was  purchased 
from  Spinks  in  1968  by  a well-known  US  ancient  historian  and  numis- 
matist; he  used  them  in  a book  he  has  just  completed  (1976)  on  Ionian 
culture.  Spinks  had  purchased  them  as  part  of  a small  hoard.  I 
think  a note  on  the  rarity  of  Imperial  coins  of  Samos  is  in  order, 
since  the  large  number  of  types  published  in  the  BMC  certainly  doesn't 
make  them  look  scarce.  But  a closer  look  is  necessary,  and  an  excel- 
lent example  is  Herennia  Etruscilla  (A. Ed.  Unfortunately  this  catalog 
of  Larry's  doen't  have  a photo  of  any  of  her  coins ; so  one  of  her  hus- 
band is  substituted. ) . In  the  BMC  there  are  eight  separate  reverse 
types  listed  for  this  Empress,  which  makes  her  sound  rather  common, 
until  we  look  again  and  see  that  all  eight  reverse  types  were  struck 
from  the  same  obverse  die!  Now  since  the  bottom  die  only  lasts  about 
2^-3  times  as  long  as  the  upper  die,  they  could  not  have  used  each 
different  reverse  until  the  die  broke,  but  rather,  struck  a limited 
number,  I'd  say  50  coins,  from  each  reverse  type,  and  they  were  only 
struck  on  one  occasion,  probably  at  the  celebration  of  the  rites  of 
Hera,  who  legend  has  it,  was  born  there.  The  coins  were  probably  is- 
sued as  a memento  of  the  rites,  and  in  many  cases  were  saved,  not 
spent,  and  stayed  above  ground  over  the  centuries  in  the  earliest  coin 
cabinets,  which  accounts  for  the  publishing  of  so  many  coins  that  were 
struck  with  such  low  mintages. 

Larry  purchased  the  Samos  coin  hoard  he  talks  about  in  this  article. 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

Michael  L.  Bates.  ISLAMIC  COINS.  56pp,  plus  set  of  36  color  slides. 
Handbook  & Slide  Set,  specially  boxed  edition,  $39.00.  Handbook  only, 
$8.00.  Published  by  American  Numismatic  Society,  New  York,  N.Y. 

This  reference,  the  second  of  the  ANS  Handbook  series,  was  released 
on  September  1,  1982.  Islamic  Curator  Michael  Bates  wrote  the  survey 
which  is  laid  out  with  text  and  photographs  of  the  coins  on  the  left 
hand  pages,  and  an  accompanying  catalogue  of  the  coins  on  the  right. 
The  Handbook  is  available  separately  or  in  the  deluxe  set  which  in- 
cludes the  36  color  slides  illustrating  the  coinage  discussed  in  the 
book . 

In  his  Introduction,  Bates  explains  the  nature  of  Islamic  coinage 
with  its  emphasis  on  words  rather  than  images  and  indicates  the  im- 
portance of  coinage  in  the  study  of  Islamic  cultures.  The  main  body 
of  the  text  is  divided  into  three  sections:  Origins  of  Islamic  Coin- 

age; Regional  Diversity;  and  Modern  Times.  A short  bibliography  of 
general  works  is  also  included. 

Each  entry  in  the  catalogue  contains  a brief  identification  of  the 
coin  - dynasty,  ruler,  mint,  Hijra  and  Christian  dates,  coin  metal 
and  denomination  - where  available.  A complete  catalogue  description 
of  the  coin  follows  with  the  legends  both  transliterated  and  trans- 
lated. Over  90  coins  are  featured  and,  where  appropriate,  specific 
bibliographic  references  are  included. 

ISLAMIC  COINS  was  produced  as  the  Society's  contribution  to  a nation- 
wide effort  to  create  undergraduate  teaching  materials  concerning 
Islamic  civilizations,  a project  coordinated  by  the  American  Council 
of  Learned  Societies  under  the  direction  of  Professor  Herbert  L. 
Bodman,  Jr.,  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill. 

Major  funding  for  the  overall  project  has  been  provided  by  the  Nation- 
al Endowment  for  the  Humanities,  a federal  agency. 

Information  from  the  Publisher 


Lee  Grossman.  NUMISMATIC  LISTING  OF  MODERN  & MEDIEVAL  COUNTRIES. 

66pp,  paper  cover,  illus.  Published  by  Almanzar's,  San  Antonio, 
Texas.  $2.50  Postpaid.  Available  from  the  author,  a NI  member, 
at  P.  0.  Box  16811,  San  Antonio,  Texas  78216. 

This  reference  gives  a brief  interesting  numismatic  history  of  850 
countries  that  have  issued  coins.  A Checklist  with  two  boxes  pro- 
vides a place  to  check  when  you  have  obtained  your  first  coin  from 
each  country,  and  the  second  can  be  used  as  desired  for  complete 
type  collection,  paper  money,  etc.  It  is  a handy  reference  for 
beginners,  and  not  so  beginners.  It  is  a First  Edition  and  will  not 
be  reprinted.  First  published  in  1972,  the  supply  is  limited. 

The  author  will  autograph  your  copy  on  request. 

Reviewed  by  Fred  Drost 
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Banco  Nacional  de  Panama.  MEMORIAS  DEL  BANCO  NACIONAL  DE  PANAMA  (Re- 
collections of  the  National  Bank  of  Panama).  Two  volumes. 

Volume  I covers  the  years  1904  through  1932  largely  by  means  of  the 
following  annual  reports:  Banco  Hipotecario  y Prendario  1906  and  1910; 

Banco  Nacional  de  Panama  1914,  1918,  1920,  1922,  1926,  1928,  1930  and 
1932.  The  reports  for  the  years  1908,  1912  and  1916  were  not  available 
to  the  editor  (Conte  Porras,  J.)  of  the  book.  It  contains  164  pages, 
including  53  pages  of  photographs.  Printed  in  Panama  in  December,  1980. 

Volume  II  covers  the  period  1932  through  1954.  This  volume  is  done  in 
a quite  different  style  from  the  first  volume,  largely  due  to  the  fact 
that  one  man,  Eduardo  de  Alba,  was  the  manager  of  the  bank  for  the  en- 
tire period  covered.  Covered  is  the  various  annual  reports  and  balance 
sheets  for  the  period.  It  contains  174  pages,  including  82  pages  of 
photographs  and  biographical  details  of  the  Panamanian  heads  of  state 
from  1903  until  1978.  Printed  in  Panama  in  June,  1981.  It  touches  only 
very  briefly  the  first  (and  only)  issuance  of  Panamanian  banknotes  in 
1941. 

The  size  of  the  printing  of  these  books  is  unknown,  but  I would  pre- 
sume it  to  be  quite  small  based  on  the  fact  that  the  books  are  virtu- 
ally unavailable.  They  are  quite  expensive  and  I personally  feel  that 
the  books  are  of  interest  only  to  an  economist,  historian  or  incurable 
bibliophile.  Presumably,  a third  and  possibly  a fourth  volume  are 
or  will  be  available. 


Reviewed  by  Dale  Seppa 


The  Charlton  Press . THE  CHARLTON  STANDARD  CATALOGUE  OF  CANADIAN  COINS. 

35th  Edition  (Winter  1983).  228pp,  soft  cover,  5-1/4"  x 8".  $3.50, 

plus  .50c  postage  and  handling.  The  Charlton  Press,  299  Queen  Street 
West,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada  M5V  1Z9 . 

The  latest  edition  of  this  standard  reference  lists  and  evaluates  all 
coins  issued  by  Canada,  Newfoundland,  New  Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia  and 
Prince  Edward  Island  from  1858  to  present,  as  well  as  the  coins  used 
during  the  French  and  British  regimes.  Provincial  pre-decimal  issues, 
including  the  New  Brunswick  1854  coinage,  the  Nova  Scotia  1856  coinage 
and  the  P.E.I.  Holey  dollar  and  plus  coinage  of  1813  are  also  cataloged. 

Mintage  figures  are  given  and  the  major  die  varieties  are  listed,  il- 
lustrated and  valued.  Valuations  in  7 conditions  are  according  to  the 
ANA  official  grading  system  from  G-4  Good  through  MS-60  Mint  State 
Uncirculated.  For  each  coin  type  there  is  a clear  photo  of  both  sides, 
a brief  text  with  data  relevant  to  the  type  coin,  the  name  of  the  de- 
signer and  modeller,  the  metallic  composition,  diameter,  weight,  edge 
type  and  die  axis  in  the  coinage  arrangement. 

Separate  sections  describe,  list  and  evaluate  collectors'  coins  in- 
cluding: proof-like  and  specimen  silver  dollars,  proof-like  and 

specimen  nickel  dollars;  cased  .500  fine  silver  dollars,  silver  and  gold 
Olympic  coins,  bullion  coins,  speciman  cases  and  sets,  proof-like  and 
specimen  sets,  and  collectors'  coin  sets. 


350 


An  illustrated  listing,  with  text,  of  patterns,  trial  pieces,  official 
concoctions  and  test  tokens  is  presented  near  the  end  of  the  catalogue. 

Short  sections  on  the  manufacture  of  Canadian  coins;  mints,  mint  marks 
and  other  letters;  listing  of  Canadian  commemoratives ; and  other  sub- 
jects are  covered  in  the  introductory  text.  There  is  also  an  excellent 
photo-grading  guide  showing  the  obverse  of  the  50  cent  coin  from  Queen 
Victoria  through  Queen  Elizabeth  II. 

Four  tables  listing  the  gold  and  silver  content  and  the  bullion  value 
for  both  are  appendices  that  will  be  of  great  use. 

This  catalog  is  published  bi-annually  in  a Winter  and  Summer  edition. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 

********************************************************************** 


THESE  CO-EMPERORS  LASTED  NINETY-NINE  DAYS 

by  the  late  Larry  Devine3  NI  # 1832 


PUPIENUS 3 Co-Emperor 3 238 
AE  Sestertius , CONCORDIA 
AVGG.S.C.  Concordia  stan- 
ding left3  holding  patera 
and  double  cornucopia. 

RIC  20 3 C.  7.  Choice  portrait 
and  patinated. 


BALBINUS y 2 38  A.D. 

AE  Sestertius y VICTORIA 
AVGG.S.C.  s Victory  facing s 
head  left3  holding  wreath 
right  and  palm  in  left 
hand.  RIC.  25 3 C.29. 

Strong  portrait  and  light 
green  patina. 


Balbinus  ruled  as  co-emperor  with  Pupienus,  following  the  deaths  of 
Gordians  I and  II,  for  a period  of  99  days,  during  which  time  they 
had  Maximinus  (whome  the  Senate  had  declared  a public  enemy)  and  his 
son  Maximus  murdered,  and  on  July  29th,  were  themselves  dragged  out 
of  the  palace  by  the  Praetorians  and  murdered.  Bloody  as  were  the 
days,  following  the  demise  of  Nero  and  Commodus,  the  year  238  takes  the 
cake.  By  this  time  in  the  Empire,  men  from  all  classes,  from  peasant 
to  patrician  had  worn  the  purple,  and  it  was  possible  for  any  am- 
bitious boy  in  the  Empire  to  grow  up  to  be  Emperor,  but  the  achieve- 
ments of  this  glory  was  akin  to  sitting  down  to  a game  of  Russian 
Roulette.  But,  up  until  now,  these  were  only  isolated  periods  of  in- 
sanity separated  by  long  normal  spells,  so  things  really  could  have 
been  alot  worse;  and  so,  they  went  and  got  a lot  worse.  I'd  better 
start  this  over. 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

James  0.  Sweeny,  P.  0.  Box  1177,  Highlands,  N.C.  28741:  WANTED  - 

Chile  1900  Y31a  10q  and  Y32a  20q ; Hungary  1900  Y24  2 Filler;  Afghanistan 
AH1318  KM848  1/2  rupee;  Egypt  AH1293  Yr25  Y15  2/10  Guerche ; Bundi  VS1957 
Y9  1 rupee;  Hyderabad  AH1318  Y17  1 rupee;  Jaipur  RY21  Y8a  1 paisa; 

Nepal  VS1957  YA3  1 paisa,  Tonk  AH1318  Y18  1/4  rupee;  Korea  Year  4 YB10 
1/4  yang. 

R.  Paul  Nadin-Davis,  Box  95,  Station  "A",  Ottawa,  Canada  KIN  8V1: 

WANTED  - single  pieces  to  complete  collections  of  the  following:  Brit- 

ish and  Canadian  tokens;  HAMMERED  British,  Irish,  Scottish,  Anglo-Saxon, 
German;  ROMAN  - especially  coins  of  Hadrian  A.D.  117-138  (Seaby  972- 
1082)  ; BYZANTINE  - especially  coins  of  Phocas  A.D.  602-610  (Seaby  616- 
709);  BATAVIA  and  alliances  - Nieder  Bayern,  Baiern-Ingolstadt , Baiern- 
Landshut , Baiern-Munchen , Baiern  and  Stadt  Munchen;  also  all  minors, 
crowns,  gold  of  Nepal  and  Tunisia.  Please  ship  for  offer,  minimum 
grade  fine,  no  damaged  coins  accepted. 

Jeff  Schwartz,  Burg.  Raymakerslaan  11,  5361  KB  Grave,  Holland:  WANTED 

- Identification  of  cl40  Indian  States  coins,  primarily  pre-1556  small 
coppers.  The  identifier  may  then  trade  for  any  of  the  coins  at  his 
own  evaluation. 

Alan  York,  One  Main  Street,  East  Hampton,  N.Y.  11937:  WANTED  - World 

War  II  ERA  Concentration  Camp  Notes  (KZL) , Displaced  Persons  Camp  Notes 
(D.P.),  Prisoner  of  War  Notes  (P.O.W.).  Also  Propaganda  ’’Currency" 
resembling  paper  money  of  all  countries,  all  periods.  In  particular, 
inflation  paper  money  of  Germany,  Austria,  Russia,  etc.  overprinted 
with  political,  satyrical,  military,  anti-semitic,  Nazi,  communist, 
socialist,  and  other  messages.  Also  need  paper  money  of  partisan, 
guerilla,  and  local  military  forces.  All  correspondence  answered 
with  thanks . 

Harold  Don  Allen,  Nova  Scotia  Teachers  College,  Box  810,  Truro,  Nova 
Scotia,  Canada  B2N  5G5 : Interested  in  acquiring  hard  to  identify, 

low-cost,  token-like  items,  for  growing  collection  of  such  puzzlers. 
Metal  or  plastic. 

Ernesto  Ruiz,  P.  0.  Box  22788,  Universidad  de  Puerto  Rico,  Rio  Piedras, 
P.R.  00931:  Wanted  to  buy  or  trade  - most  Puerto  Rico  medals,  tokens, 

currency,  postcards,  bonds,  documents,  etc.  Specially  looking  for 
19th  century  medals  and  the  1890  pattern.  Have  many  nice  foreign 
crowns  and  minors  to  trade,  including  several  German  and  Spanish  pieces. 
Also  a few  gold  coins  and  silver  proof  sets.  Let  me  know  what  you  have. 

Dale  Seppa,  103  Sixth  Ave.  North,  Virginia,  MN  55792:  Would  like  to 

purchase  or  trade  for  1 copy  of  the  following  book  - COLECCION  DE 
DOCUMENTOS  PARA  LA  HISTORIA  ECONOMICA  Y FINANCIER A DE  LA  REPUBLICA 
ORIENTAL  DEL  URUGUAY.  TOMO  VII 3 "MONEDA".  I do  not  know  the  date  of 
publication  but  it  would  be  after  1964. 

Carl  F.  Chirico,  Jr.,  P.  0.  Box  7391,  Newark,  DE  19711:  WANTED  for  my 

collection  the  following  OFF-METAL  STRIKES  - Lebanon,  10  & 25P,  Al-Br. 
Essais , 1929  (Types  of  Y-8  & Y-9)  ; Algeria,  20  & 50FR.  1949,  Silver 
(Types  of  Y-l  & Y-2)  ; France  10FR.,  1950,  1951,  Silver,  (Type  of  Y-98) . 

(Continued  on  page  345) 
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